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of Divine Inſtitution, and according to the will and 
appointment of Jesus CunraisSrT. 
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AR. 14-23. | they bad Ordai ied them Elders in evc: ry (hurch,ay d pray- B 


ed with faſti: ig, they commen. led them to the Lord, on whom they believed. 

Ads 5. 13,29, 43 *And now I ſay unts you, refraiti from thojc men aud let 
them alone, for if this counſcl or this work be of mcv, it will come to 
naught; but if it be of Got, ye cannst overthrow -it, leſt haply ye be BY 
found to fight agziv it God. ed 10 him they a agreed, &c. 
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(3) 
An Anſwer to thoſe queſtions propoun- 


ded by the Parliament to the Aſſembly of Divines. 


L2 ſt it ſhomld be thought preſumption in any to undertake this Work. 
that are not of the eAfſembly, Who alone Were appointed for it, 
therefore I thought it needful to ſhew the Reader the Grounds and Rea- 
ſons that moved me toit: Firſt, it hath been long expelted that the 
Aſſembly ſhould give in their Anſwer, and becauſe it ts not, many of 
the Prerbyterians are diſheartned. Secondly, It hath cauſed others to 
contemn them, ſaying,T he Aſſembly have notv a Bone to pick, Third- 
ty, It hath cauſed many to turn to the Error of Eraftns, Witneſſe the 
late Petition to the Parliament. Fourthly, I ams confident Gods people 
will rejoyce, by whemſocver this Work tu done. For theſe cauſes I] un- 
derrook it, mot doubting, but 14 will give ſatucfattion to many, and be 
convincing to others. 


= Ic{t, I ſhall ſpeak a few words to the Preamble, 
Ry whercin it is ſaid to be reſolved by both Houſes, 
it = That perſons guilty of Scandalous offences ſhould 
Ts { be ſuſpended from the Lords Supper, when as 
h Chriſt alone is the King and Maſter of the Fealt, 

: and hath Church. Officers as his Deputies in the 
Church,wkom he hath appointed to ſee and judge who zre worthy 
and who are nor, and to keep the Ordinances of Chriſt from pollu- 
tion ; for if any (hall preſume to come, not having a Wedding gar- 
ment, the King will fay to his Servants the Miniſters, Binde hins 
hand and foot, and taks him awvay, ard caſt him into uttcy darkneſſe, 
theve forall be weeping and gnaſhing of teet9, Mar.22.3 12,13. Luke 
$4 16,17. Whatſoev:r ye ſpall binde on earth, ſball be hound in hea- 
ven, and Whatſcever ye ſpall loo't oncarth [hat be looſed in heaven, 
Mar.18.18, John 20.23. But Magiſtrates are placed by Chriſt in 
his temporal Kingdom,and are called the Ordinance of man, 1 Pr. 
2.13. and appointed to govern the «rate, and alſo by their poſitive 
Laws they are to be as a gaide to the Church, and may be inſtru- 
ments of much good to it, ſo far as {heir poſitive Laws may reach 
about ir,but nor as raling Officers in it,zs (hl more fully be hewn. 

The facſt Queſtion is, Fherher the Parochial and Congregational 
A 2 Elagr- 
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E141» ſhips any:inted by Ordinance of. Parliament, or any etyer Con- 
er-cathunal or *Prezbyterial Elder ſhips, are Tate Nivino, and by tba 
iri4 aud appnint ment of le) is Chriſt, and Whether any particular 
Church Govirament be lare D vino, avd vrat that Government i ? 

I Anſ.ycr, It the firlt of thet., tne Parochi:l Congregational El- 
deiſh þ be nnderftoud, the Vicar or Curate, together wich the 
Church virdens and $1demen in the Par.ſh,being all under the Pre- 
Inc Government,& bciog neither Scripture Names nor Officers, 
bu: rather A-tichriſtian Inventions, theſe cannot properly be called 
Elderſhips, {:cing the. Off ers dear not the name of Elders, theſe 
have been proved by many to be rather Antichriſtian then 7ure D;- 
2in»; and { eing the main pillars of Antichriſt are tumbled down, 
thei: beating tus nzam?, (hall tumble down together with him, and 
I hope they need no further Anſwer. 

The nex: thing conſiderable ts,Þhether any other (ongregational 
or Presbyterial Elder ſhips are Ture Divino, and by the will and ap- 
pointment of Teſrs Chriſt ? Tothe hiſt of theſe I Anſwer Negative- 
[y,that there is no ſuch Church in Scripture as they call Indepen- 
d:n*, or Congregational Churches, and the proving of this will 
ſatisfie that their Congregational Elderſhips are not Fare Divino,of 
Divine Inſtitu ion,nor their Churches, but to be demoliſhed as the 
Prelatical, for Who car bring a cl: an thing ont of an unclean, not one, 
Tob 14. 4+ 

1 prove the point by this Argument, If there be no Church in Scri- 
pture belonging peculiarly to one man,as to Peter, James, or 7ohy, 
and to bear his name,to be called his Church, as being peculiarly by 
him grthered,as they ſay, into a Church- way, - as the Independent 
Churches are both named and gathered, then Independen: Chur- 
ches are not of Divine Infticucion, and if not their Churches, much 
le(f: their Elderfhips: But there is no ſuch Church in Scrip:ure fo 
gitn-rcd and fo named : Ergo The Independent Church- way is of 
no vine Inftitation, much lefl: are their Elderthips Fare Divine, 
ng tro the will and appointment of Teſus Chriſt. 

The majr pait of the Propofition I ſurpoſe all men will grant, 
and for the 75cy I ſhall prove, by taking a view of thoſe Ecripture 
Churches, whicthoy chiefly would have to be Independent,being of 
the firſt planting; fi:ſt,thar hundred and twenty names, As 1.15. 
ſume of them have atirmed ro be an Independent Church or Con- 
oregation, becauſe, a7 they, that 120, names was made up both of 

men 
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men and women, Atfs 1. 14. Therefore, ſay they, it was an Inde- 
dependent Church. To this 1 anſwer, Thoſe women there men- 
tianed were not of this comp2ny, for thacwere beſore this; and 
thoſe men and women; there ſpoken of was at prayer ropether, 

nd itis very likely the cauſe of icwas toſeek the Lord for a Bleſ- 
Gog.poo ch weighty buſinefſe, which was the choyce of another 
Apoltle in ſtead of ?udzs,; for in thoſe dayes it was ſaid, That Perey 
ſtood yp.in the mid(t of the Diſciples and (aid, The number of 
names together Were abogit an hundred and t\Wventy, and he that it 
Judas Was numbred With us 7 but finte* he by  trenſgreſſion fell, ter 
another take hy Office : Wherefore of thoſe men, numbrei to be an 
hundred and twenty tagether, Which have accompanied us all the tiuhse 
thas the Lord Zeſm Went in and ont argorg 1s, from the Baptiſm of 
Joo, nia the ſame day that he Was taken up from ws, muſt one be 
Ordained to be @ Witneſſe With u4of his Reſnrreion, Ver.”21, 22; 
Hence I gather, That if the hundred an1 twenty names was all 
men, as Petey here athrms, then it was not that company that was 
at Prayer before for a Bleſſing upon this weighty buſineM: in the 
cauſing of another Apoltle in ſtead of J4ds; then this was not a 
ſingle Congregation, but it was the Officers were then afſ:mbled 
in a Presbyrery, upon the choyce of another Apoſtle. 

But then ſome of them ſay, That hundred and tWenty names Was 
the Mother Church,out of Which a" athey ChriſtianChurches Were to 
ſpring forth ; therefore being the firſt it was Judependent, 1 Aniw. 
If independent Church's mult have one as thcir Mother, out of 
veiich all other Independent Churches cught to ſpring forth, then 
I would know which of their Churches is that Morher Church ; 
did Mr. Burtons Church deſcend out of \ir. Gooawtinz, or Mr. 
Leckers Church deſcend out of Mr. Ho/ms his Church, or which 
is the Mother and which the” Daugkter- ? 

But it may be they will ſay, This 1other of Chriſtian Churches 
did firſt Baptizs them, and /o leave them, net mindins Whether 
they Were truly converted or nat ; bat then after this there fol- 
lowed ſome that gathered alter thrm none but the goaly into their 
Congregations ont of thoſe Baptized before, ard thoſe alone Were the 
true (Churches, having the Kin;ly Office of Chriſt, and in « Church 
Way, and not the othey ; and thus cur Indeper tears do heres But 
then where is their proof for thoſe things > No, the conrrary is the 
truth ; for when Three thouſand was converted and became Chri- 

itians 
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Kians together, andall others when they became Chriftians were 
added ro the Church daily, «As 2. 47. Then if- Independents 
(ſhould come after the Apoſtles to cull for themſelves a Church,they 
muſt firſt unchurck chem out of that where they were placed by 
the Apoſtles, and ſo when they have cut them off from being Mem- 
bers of Chriſt, they will prefer them to be their Members, and 
then promiſe them great priviledges, and Liberty of Conſcience to 
live as they liſt : Bar. leſt I ſhould here make a digreſſion, I ſhall 
now prove:that the number of names there ſpoken of, was not an 
Independent Congregation conſiſting of men and women, but a 
Presbyrery of Church- Officers. 

Fiiſt, If names in Scripture ſignifie Church-Officers, then that 
hundred and twenty names were Church- Officers , but the Saints 
having gotten victory over the Officers of Antichriſt, are ſaid ta 
get victory over the number .of his name, Rev. 14. 2. And when 
the Officers of Antichriſt fhalbe ſlainzit is ſaid, 7hat Seven thouſand 
names of men ſhall be ſlain, Rev. 11. 13. Thenthe number of names 
here ſpoken of were Officers in the Chriſtian Church. 

Secondly,If there may be found ſo many Officers then in the Chri- 
ſtian Church,then that hundred and twenty names were Officers in 
it-but there was then cleven Apoltles,and ſeventy Difciples ſent out 
by Chriſt before this, and the rclt of that hundred and twenty 
names were Teachers, which had accompanied Chriſt from the 
Baptiſm of Joh», until he was taken up, As 1. 21, And Chriſt 
Ordained more to Preach thenthe Eleven and the Seventy ; for 
ſaith he ro another, Go thox, and Preach the Kingdom of God, Luke 
g. 60, Then this was was not an Independent Congregation be- 
longing to one particular man, 

Thirdl;, If the Diſciples were then numberlefle, then they muſt 
necds be more then afingle Congregation ; but the Diſciples were 
then numberleſle, for Fohn Brptized all Zadea and Peru/alem, and 
all round about ordan, far. 6. 5,6. and fob: Diſciples encreaſed 
ſo f.{t, that the Prieſts ard Phariſees durſt not ſay his Baptiſm was 
of men, for fear of the people, and Herod darſt not put him to 
death for fear of the people, Mar. 14.5.21,23,26. And Chriſt made 
more Diſciples then oh, yea, they could not Baprtize together 
their multitudes were ſo great, an* the Phariſees ſaid, Percerve you 
ot how the World « gone after him, John 3. 22,23. 4.1.11, 19. And 
people preſſed upon him to hear him Preach, and the Prieſts could not 
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drftiroy bums for thy people, Luke 4123.54 1), 19:49 49, By 44hanſand 
czine at one time, and even thouſand at anuubes,i bufid women 
and children ; and in the epen ficld Zachevs- could not ſee Chritt 
for the multicades , but was forced roclimb up-intd a Tree ts ſee 
him, Luke 19. 3. Then was all this but a ſingle Congregation be- 
longing to one man, and bearingthe name of his. Church, 

Fourthly, If there was ar» Univerſal Other to- be choſen out of 
theſe men,and by theſe men, hen it appears that they were all Oth- 
cers before, as the ſeven:y and the<leven, and others were, dark 
3.14. & 6.3. Luke 9 60. & 10.1. Again, if it was an Independ- 
ent Church, like one of theſe at Condon, then what ſhould they have 
to doin the choyce of an Univerſal Officer, unleſle one Independ- 
ent Church had powerto: chuſe Othcers tor another, which will 
notbegranred, for that would foon deſtroy all their Independeart 
Churches which muſt be alone, having nothing. to, do with any 0- 
ther, nor they with themas a duty, enly they-may de ſomething 
it chey pleaſe upon coortifie, and chey. may Ghuſe ; then this was 
not fuctva one, while they chefe an Othcor »out-of 4hemſclves wo 
ſecveriſwhere, and not among themſelves. 

Det us ſee another inſtance ; Suppoſe onr Independents ball fay, 


.T hat (hurch at: Jeruſatem-thatitnas perſecuted and ſcattered abroad 


Ws an Independene Church, Acts '8.:1;| Upon this, ground, Gying, 
They were but a frail number , and: fiugle Congregavion :: far fay 
they, If there had been [web multirfiles ns 1 ſortved befare, then hotv 
could they be perſecuted and ſcattered, and by Whom Were they ſo per- 
ſecuted? 1 Anſwer, That Church at Zerw/a/em was the Officers of 
the Church, and they were perſecuted and ſcattered abroad, all 
but the Apoſtles, and this was done by the Rulers which did not 
believe in Chrift; /obr 7. 48. and by Saw! before his converſion, 
he was ſent by the Prieits ro do it, As 8.1. & 9.1. 

And the Officers may be called a Church Repreſentative ; for 
the Lord ſaid to Moſes, Speak to all the Congregation ; and then 
he ſpake to the Elders of the Congregation, 12. 21. And Chriſt 
faid, Tell the Charch, which is meant, Tell the Officers of the (hurch, 
Who had both the Key of Doftrine, and the Key ; 3 5 deliver- 
ed to thews before, Mat. 16. 18, 19. & 18. 17., So here the Church 
was perſecuted and ſcattered abroad, that is, their Officers ; for if 
all: the Diſciples had been ſcattered abrosd, what ſhould the Apo- 


- les dobehinde ?: they would got zarry if they. had none lefeto 


teach, 
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reach; nor darft they tarry wher LN #148 none to harbor tliem, 
and who would or who durlt kirbor them if all che Chriſtians had 
zen ſcartered and fied? onrthere was Diterples Riil that did harber 
them ; yea, there was then miny-!houtans Bilevers 10 /erw/atem, 
and this was pretor 'y atter that periccution, as it were; Wih the 
ſme breath Sax! p riecuted them, and was converted as he was 
going tothe next lowny and came 1ameduatly to Jeruſalem, and 
then there was many thouſand Believers in [ers alem, ive Alts $1. 
& 9.1. compa:ed wi:h 21.20, Agun, the Teachers were perſecu- 
ted, for they travellcd as far as Cyproua, and Phexice, and Antoch, 
Pre:ching the Word of God, and they were called Prophets chat 
caine from leru/alem. ro Antioch, Alls 11. 19. & 21. 27. Sotnen 
this Church was not an I 'depen1ent Congregation, but the Elder- 
ſhip or Presbytery of Church-Othcers, bearing the came of Church, 
they were perſecuted and ſcattered all abroad ; but the Apoliles, 
and the reaſon why the Apoltles were not ſcattered as yer, was be- 
cauſe they were more known at /er»/al:m by doing' of many;Mijs 
racles then ocher Teachers, and more convinced:their Adverſaties 
then others, by their ſpeaking all Languages, and wiſdom wthic 
was given to them;yet it is clear by what hath been ſaid, That KIwas 
not all the people, but Church-Otfacers that-was perſecuted,: who 
are frequently called the Charch, as hath been ſhewed : Thenhere 
is not any footing for any Independent Congrezucions , therefore 
their Elderſhip is not Fare Drvino, nor according>to'the\witland 
appointment of Jeſus Chritt. JIE IE 
| Then ler us takearother. inſtance; it may be they .willfay, That 
C'urch Wks an Independent: Church, As 2.47. where iti$12i0, The 
Lora added natothe' (Church daily (wrb aa foal be {aved:. For lay 
they, T/ Mas at the Yirlt planting of 'ip, and they they were. but fetv, 
for they Were nithone accord ail in Solomons Porch, As 5.12, But 
I ſay, The Diſciples were rumberlefi-, as I have proved already ; 
and that Church that was in So/or9ens Porch, was only the Church- 
Otiicers in x Pre+bytery, con!ulting for the: good of the whole 
multitude of Beltevers ; for: mark tine nex: \words, The Othcers 
being in Jo/ornns Porch, the rat ourſt not joym with them, they 
being 2 Presbytery, .2dviſmg; for the good of the whole Church, 
only the p-ople magnfizd them, ſee Ar 5.13. Then here we may 
lee, That Church-Othcers being together in a Presbytery, are ho- 
nored by the people ; but do Independents thus, when /thiey muſt 
all 


| } _ 
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211 firand vote with them; anFin Read of honoring theig Church- 

Officers in Presbyteries and Synods, they reproach them and vili- 

fie them, and all them Antichriſtian Governors, mach like Xorahb 

and his company z and it is a wonder if ſuch men ſhould dye the 
common dcath of men. 

But then it may be they will ſay, That Church wnto Which all 
Chriſtians muſt be added, Was the inviſible Church, 1 Anſwer, That 
is a truth, but not the true meaning of this Text ; and it is plain 
this was the Univerſal viſible Church ; for when any was convert- 
ed from falſe Religions tothe true Religion, they were added to 
the Chriſtian viſible Church, as members of it; and thus the 
Lord added daily to the viſible Church in the ſight of all the peo- 
ple ; then this Church could not be Independent, unto which all 
Chriſtians were added daily ; neither did any Miniſter gather to 
himſclf a Church, bur all Miniſters labored to gather Chriſtians 
to the multitude, bur not as our Independents do to their company 
from among other baptized Chriſtians, and exclude all the ref, 
"ſaying, That they are all Autichriſtian Idolators , and Without the 
Kingly Office of (hriſt, but his flock; Then this was not an Inde- 
pendent Church, but a Presbyterial Church, confilting of many 
Officers and much people, | 

Again, this was not an Independent Church, for there were ma» 
ny Univerſal Officers init; and if yer they affirmit to be an In- 
dependent Church, then I would know who had the peculiar 
charge of it,and who bare the name of i:,& whoſe work alone was 
it to gather it,as they ſay,into a Church- way? Again, if this Church 
did belong to one man,as to Peter,James,or Jobn,then why mult all 
Chriſtians be added to Peters Church, or [ames's Church, or /ohns 
Church,or elſe be damned 2 Mult Mr. Geodiwins Members be added 
to Mr. Bartons Church, or Mr. Lockers Members be added to Mr. 
Helms his Church, or be damned ? Then in my judgement it were 
good to joyn Churches together betimes, by Presbyrerics and Sy- 
nods before it be too late: I ſay, let us joyn all the viſible Corg-e- 
gations in the Kingdom together, and all to the Univerſ:! vifivle 
Church,and as our duty feek the welfare of each other;and this vill 
ſoon ſplit all Independent Churches, who are deſcended from thar 
reprobate who ſaid, Am] my Brothers keeper. Theſe men arc like the 
Inhabicants of Lasþ,a people that dwelt carclfle & ſecure, having 
no Magiſtrate 1n the Land to rule them or to put them to ſhime,and 
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] icy had no buTnefſ: with any mn, Indger, 18. 7. But let all 
faichful Chriltizans ſiy wich P «ul, Tre care of all the Churches ties 
pon m2, and rej yte to heac the welfare of the Church in all pla« 
ces of the world, and grieve to hear that the walls of Jeru/alep are 
Sroken daiwa ; and it need require, with the Church of Aace- 


don4a, fend relief rv them in [udea, and abhor to ſiy, We are Inde. 


prndents, We have no relation t1 them, nor they to 9, let them fink or 
[ivins, We ove them n» duty, Well Wwe may counſel them, axd yet the 
may chu'e, and they alſo may chuſe Whether they Will take it : Now 
ler all judicio445 Chriſtians but judge, and ſpeak their conſcience, 
Whether P cesbyterial or Independent Church Government is moſt 
agreeing co the Primitive Church, and be not carele fe, bur helpful 
ic o another, ; for all rhoſe thar are unired to Chriſt, are alſo 
naited one to ano her, and ſo have relation one to another, and 
ſtand in need of the help of each other: Then I conclude, That 
Congregational Presbyterial Elderſhip is not according to the 
Word, nor the Primitive Church, and therefore not /ure Divine. 
I might here ſpe2k of the Churches of Corinth; Galatia, Philippia, 
and Ephe/i, wi'ci were all governed by Presbyteries, and were 
none of them Independent, beloaging to one man, bearing his 
name, and gathered by him, and he alone charged with it : But 
this may ſuihca 

The next thing in the firſt Queſtion to be proved, is, prhether 
any particular Church Government be Jute Divino, and What « that 
Government ? 

I ſhall anſwer this by dividing the Officers in the Church from 
the Officers in the Stare, and beunding them in their place and 
Ration where Chrilt hath ſer them, and toprove, That the one 
hath a D:vine Right of Government from Chriſt in the Stare, and 
not in the Church ; and the other hath a Divine Right of Govern- 
meant in the Church, but not in the State : I preve it thus, Chriſt 
hath two Kingdoms, the one Temporal, and the other Spiricual : 
In the firſt he rules over the Kingdoms of men, us Davie! faith, He 
2 King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, Rev. 19. 16, He ſaith, By me 
Kings Raiqn, Prov, 8.15. Kings are his D-putics en Exrth in this 
Temporal Kingdom, ro Rule over the State, and outward affairs of 
men; and alſo tn celxtien to the Church, they may be 3s a gard a- 
bour it, ro defend ir by the power of their Poſi-ive L1ws; and alſo 
they may be for much good unto ir, for faih the Lord, Cyrus 12 
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wy Shepbeard, Ifa. 44. beth ts provide and care for the Chureh, 
and defend it as a Shepheard doth his flock ; Kings ſhall minifter 
unto it, //a, 60.10, But Cyrw was not placed in the Chyrch, be 
was no member of it, for he was a Heathen King, yet he had the 
full power of a King in relation to the Church ; and a Kings beiog 
a Chriſtian addes nothing to him in point ef Government in the 
Church, only his own benefic as a Chriſtian to enjoy the priviledg- 
es of ir among other Chriftians, when as Cyr« had not this bene- 
fit being a Heathen : So then his power is not in the Church, but 

about it, he may by the Laws of the Land command obedience to 
the Church, and by thoſe Laws puniſh the diſobedient, yer not as 

an Otheer in the Church, 

But then Chriſt hath another Kingdom, and that is Spiritual ; 
he ſaith, 2fy Kingdom © not of this World, and they that Wor ſhip hims 
muſt Wor frip bim in Spirit and Truth , the Father ſeeketh ſuchto 
worthip him, Iobn 4. 23, 24. & 18. 36, For this Kingdom he hath 
(arch G fficers to governit, every member hath not the ſame Office, 
Rom. 12. 4. The Office of a Biſhop ts a good Work, 1 Tim. 3.1. 
Theſe Chrift hath placed in the Church, 1 Cor. 12. 28, eAaron and 
bu Sons ſhall Wait on the Prieſts Office, Numb. 3.10. In this King- 
dow the Miniſters are his Shephearas, and all ſorts of men their flock, 
over Which the Holy Ghoſt hath made them over-ſeers, As 20. 28, 
And they are charged to feed their flock, and to care for it, and 
ſaith Panl, The care of all the Churches lies npon me ; he was no In- 
dependent, they became Independents that ſaid, 1#/hat portion have 
We 5 David ? See to thine owvn houſe. David : 16 your Tents O Lſra- 
cl. Ss they departed to their Tents,1 King. 12.16. But I fay,Church- 
Officers are plzced by Chriſt in the Spiri:ual Kingdom the Chucch, - 
as Kings and Magiſtrates are placed by him in the State, and not to 
ſtand there like cyphers to fill the place for ne uſe, but to rulein it 
as the other do in the State, yet with this difference, Princes and - 
Magiſtrates have power t6 make thoſe Laws by which they Rule 
the State; for faith Danie/, The Lord hath given thee a Kingdom, 
Dan. 2.37. And they conſulted to eſtabliſha Koyal Statute, Dar.6.7. 
He hath given the Earth to the Children of men, Pal. 115. 16. But 
the Church was never ſo given toany , no not to her Othicers and 
Rulers, they muſt not make Laws ſor it, nor repeal any thi are 
made, There # one LaWr-piver, Who ts ableto [ave andio dr itroy Jum. 
4. 12, The Law of the Church is unalrerab!r, like that of ihe ney 
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z0d Perſians, Not one tittle of the LaW ſpall fail, Mat, 5. Their 
King # eternal, and With them to the end of the World, Mat. 28, 20, 
And of hu Kingaom there ſhall be na end, Lake 1. 33. But Kings and 
M:gittra!e+ are plactd by. Chriſt inthe Temporal Kingdom, there 
indecd they rule with Power and Authority, but they may not rule 
ſo in the other Kingdom, the Clurch ef Chritt, for theſe Reaſons : 

Fi:ft, If Kings and Magiltrates ſhould rule in the Church, as 
Emperors rule the State, this were to dethrone Chriſt, who alone 
is placed and ſet by the Lord his Kirg upon the holy hill of Son, 
P/al.2.6. And what : ffront is done to his Otficers in the Church, 
he takes as done to himſelf; and no man onght to ufurp the Au- 
thority of Church Officers, any more then Church. Officers ougbt 
to uſurp the Oliice of Magiſtrates, for both mult Keep cheir place 
where Chriſt ha!l1 ſet them. 

Seconely, It Magiſtrates ſhould rule in the Church, as Oth:ers 
in it, this would confound.the Spiritual Kingdom of Chrift, wit!) 
the Kingdom's of men, when as Chriſt hath plainly divided them, 
Dan, 2. /ohn 18 36, both by precept and exarple, commanding 
2nd alſo giving to God the, things of God, and to Ceſar the ikings of 
Ceſar, Mar. 22, 21. 

Third!y, It State-Officers ard Chnrch- Oſteers were the ſame, 
2nd he that hath one hath boih, then it would follow, That Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles both did and taught rebellion in all places where 
ehey came, when they ſet up Elders or Church Officers in every 
Church, As 14. 23. And When Chriſt expounded the Lav in his own 
name, Aat. 5. But this were Blaſphemy to affirm ; for the Go- 
vernment of the Church of Chriſt is Spiritual , and allowed by 
Princes and Magiſtrates where ever they came, for they know that 
it did not intrench upon their Authority. 

Fourthly, Charch Othcers have Gods Law for their rule , but 
Magiſtrates have the Laws of the Common- wealth for their rule ; 
then they mult keep their places, the one to rule in the Church Mi- 
niſterially, becauſe Chriſt their King is with them, 1Zar. 28.20. and 
the other in the State with Majeſty and Authority, becauſe the God 
of Heaven hath given them a Kingdom,power and glory,Dan. 2.37. 

Fifchly, Many Kings and Magiſtrates are not ſo much as N.em- 
bers of the Church, but rather Enemies of it; and if they were 
. Members, yet thcy were unworthy of that place, to rule inthe 
Church, unlcfle they were well $skill'd in Divinity to rule in Reli- 
2ioufly ; bur this were Treaſon to affirm, Sixthly, 
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Sixthly, If Kings and Magiſtrates had power in thOChurch by 
vertue of their place, then they mga obtain this power by War, 
or by Uſurpatios, or Purchaſe, or by Inheritance, and ſo women 
would rule in the Church, that are not permitted to ſpeak inir, 
I Cor. 14.34. and children ſhon!d rule in the Church, when as 2 
Biſhop muſt not bc a Novice or a yong Scholler, 1 Tim.z. and the 
meaneſt Otficer in the Church muſt ficſt be proved, before they b2 
admitted, Verl. 6.10. Bs | 

Laſtly, 1 MagiR;atcs power were in the Clurch, they mult ei- 
ther have this power from being a Migiltate, or from being a 
Chriſtian z_ bu: if from b-inga Magiſtrate, then all Mzguiltrates and 
Princes muſt have 1h+ like power fa rut the Church, a5. well as 
they, or © fe they, are nor peit. ct Magiſtrates or Pfirces; aridif 
they ſhould have power to rul: in the Church, becauſe they are 
Chriſtians,then all o:her Cariltians may rule in the Church as well 
as they, for all are one in C5ri/?, Gal, 3.28. (4. 2.11, 

Then Church Othcers, tug ther with their Names and Oltices, 
are not to be created nor 7ppointed by the Parliament as their 
creatures , when 2s thei ſcives zre not Church Oth:ers; and if 
they were, yet they have rofower togive Titles, Names, Othces 
or Officers in the Church, for that is peculiar to /e/w Chriſt the 
King of bis (hurch, Eph. 4.11. and from lim all Church Officers 
have both their Names ard Offices immediatly , and therefore 
Church-Officers are Jure Divino,and that for thi ſe Reaſons : 

Firſt, If Church- Officers are placed by Chriſt in the Church, 
then they are not of Humaae Inſtitution, but of Divine Right ; 
but Chriſt hath ſer ſome in the Church Apoſtles, Prophets, Teach- 
ers, helps or Deacons, 1 (or. 12.28, then they being ſo placed by 


5 


| Chrift in the Church, they are [ure Divine, 


Secondly, If it was both the Apoſtles command , and alſo their 


_ praftiſe to ſet up Elders in every Church, then Elders are Iure Di- 


vino, of Divine Inſtitution ; but Pax! left Titms in Creet, to ſet in 


. order things that were wanting, and to Ocdain Elders in every city 


as ke had appointed, Tir.1.5. And theſe were not Magiſtrates, for 
ſuch were before inevery city ; but theſe were then wanting which 
Paul from Chrift appointed Tir to Ordain in every city ; neither 
were the Minilters ro Ordain and fer up Magiſtrates,. and yer by 
their own praQtiſe they did Ordain Elders in every Church, A: 


" 14. 23. then they are not of Humane, but ef Divine Irſtitution. 


Thirdly. 
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Thirdly, 1f both the key of D-Arine, and of Diſcipline were 
given to Church. Oiticers by Ieſus Chriſt, then they alone have a 
Divine Right ro ule them ; bur the keys were lot given ro the 
whole Church, but to the Othicers, for ſaith { brit ro Perer, To thee 
will] give the Keys, Mar. 16. 19. And Whatſoever the Church-Offi- 
eers ſhall binde on Earth ſpall be bound in H-aven ; and What they 
looſe on Earth foall be looſed in Heaven, Chap. 18. v.17, 18. And 
What (ms ye remit ſhall be remitted, ana What ſins ye retain ſhall be 
retained, John 20. 23. Then they alone have a Divine Righ: to 
u{2 chem. 

Fourchly, If Chriſt commanded the Church to obey thoſe that 
have the rule over them, in the Ciurch, and not in the State, then 
fuch ocly are to rule in the Church : Bur ſaich Paxl,Obey them who 
alſo have ſpoken nr.to you the Word of God,C>they that watch for your 
ſonls, as they that muſt give an account ; neicher mult all the Saints 
rule in the Church, tor ſ:ith P2z/, Salute rhem that have the rule 
over you, and ali the Saints, Heb.13.17,24. then they are of Divine 
Inſtitution, and muſt ruie in che Church, and take care for it as for 
their own houſe, 1 71.3.4 5. | 

5. If the Chriſtian Cnurch hid theſe Officers placed- in it by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles before they had any Magiltratcs, or any 
humane Laws in it, then they are of Divine Inſtitution, and no Ma- 
giftrates ought to take that from them which Chriſt gave them be- 
fore they had any Magiſtrates in the Cari:ſtian Church ; but they 
choſe and ordained Elders in every Church before they had any 
Magiſtrates, eAJs 14. 23. then they are not of Humane, but of 
Divine Inſtiturion, 

Sixthly, This Niſcipline was in the hand of Church-Officers, if 
they onely were blamed if it was negleRed : But the Lord faid to 
Church- Oſhcers, / have ſomething againſt thee,beeauſe thou ſuffereſt 
that Woman [ez-bel to tenth, ard to ſecure my ſervants, and others 
Were blamed, becauſe there Was {ome among them that held the Do- 
frine of Balaam, Rev.2.14,20, Then here it is plain that both the 
Key of Doftrine, and the Key of Diſcipline are in the hand of 
Church Othcers by Divine Inſtitution, 

Seventhly , 1f this Diſciplive was ever in the hand of Church- 
Officere, it ought to be ſo ſtill : Bur, ſaith Pax, I have delivered 
Hymenens and Alexander to Satan, thit they may learn not to bla- 
heme, Tim.1.20. and concerning the Incc{tnyus perſon he ſaith, 

I bave 


_ -- - 


- ———- tow 


{15 

I havt judged already, and do not Ok theſe that are Within, caf 
ont therefore that Wicked perſon, 1 Cor.5.3,13,13. And it any ſay 
that all muſt judge from this Tex: : I Anſwer, All are ts refer it to 
the Presbytery, bur ſufficient is that puniſhmenc that was inflicted 
by many, not by all, 2 Cor. 2.6, Chriſt gave his life a ranſome tor 
many, not for all, 4far.20.28. Again,ſaith Pax,a Church- Officer, 
He that trowbleth y*u9 bal bear bu judgement, \phoewver he be5i1.5.10 
Then this may ſuffice to anſwer the ar{t- Queſtion, That the Pre 
byterial Elderſhips are ſure Devine: yer it auy be nor fully ſatisfied, 
| ſhal yet make it more clearly appear by acſwering a queſtion, thus, 

Snpooſe there ſhould b« any d:(turdance in the Church aflem- 
bled tor the'publike Worſhip. of God, by fame Drunkard or mad 
man, or any Heretick, either by Sporiiag, or by Railing, or Sedu- 
cing, or any abominahle ation ; where lyes the pawer to ſuppreſle 
it ? Is it inthe Magiſtrates, or i1 Caurch-Olkcers ? I anſwer, Ix is 
in the hand or power ef Chucch-Officers, fi;{t, becauſe they were 
chatged to keep the door, that chere may b< no ſuch occaſion of di- 
Rarbance in the midit of Divine Worthip, 2 {bron.36.12,19. 

Secondly, this power was in the hand of Church-Offcers ; for 
when Uzziah the King would needs burn Inceale , the valiant 
Prieſts bade him go out of the Saraary, and cut him oft from the 
houſe of the Lord': Neither was this becauſe ke was leaprous, but 
becauſe he offered Ircenſe; and as they. were thruſting him our, his 
leprefie appeared,z Chrs.:6.17,18,21. 3nd when they were weep- 
ing publikely for the abominable whoredom withthe daughters of 
Afoab, there was ſuch an ation commitred in the aſſembly in the 
fight of Moſes, mark that, yer Phinchas the Prieſt executed juſtice, 
and the wrath of the Lord was pacified, N«m.25. And when Elies 
Sons lay with the women when they aſſ:mbled at the Tabernacle 
doot, and he did not reſtrain them, the Lord (lew all his whole 
houſe, and that fin could never be purged wich Sacrifice, 1 Sam.2, 
22,3nd 3.13.14. Then if the Lord was fo well pleaſed with Phineas 
the Prieſt for his juſtice , and fo off:nded with E175 the Prieſt for 
neglecting of 17, when committed in the congregation , then the 
power to ſuppreſſ- ſuch a5ominations committed in the aſlembly,is 
in the hand of Church-Ofticers. Again, when there was buying 
and ſelling in the Chuich, Chriſt draye them onr, becauſe the Lord 
ſaid, My bon'e ſhat be called the howſe of Prayer. 

Thirdly, when Ifracl committed Idolatry net oncly in private, . 
act . 
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but in the Aſſembly, the Lord Ka Moſes to cull out thoſe that 
were on his fide, and ſheath their Swords in thoſe Idolaters, and 
the Levites came forth and did ſo,and the Lord for that very ation 
pu: them into the Miniſtry : Thea it is plain, the Lord would have 
the Church: Diſcipline in the hand of Church- Othcers, they mult 
keep the Ordinances of Chrilt from pollution : and thoſe that do 
not rule well their own houſe, are not fit to take care for the 
Church of God, 1 Tim. 3.5. as if he ſhould ſay , That man that 
is negligent toi uſe Family-Ditcipline , is not fit to be made a 
Church-Officer, leſt he negle& che Church Diſcipline ; yet all this 
hinders nor, but that Magiſtrates may puniſh all manner of wicked- 
neſſ? in the State, if their Poſitive Laws will reach it, but not elle ;; 
yet I ſay, Church- Officers are charged to keep the Ordinances of 
Chriſt trom pollution, and for that end they are placed by him in 
the Church by Divine Inſtitution, 

The Parliaments ſecond Queſtion is,YYhether all the Members of 
the ſaid Elderſeips, as Members thereof, or Which of them are -Jure 
Divino, aud by the Will and appointment of ITeſus Chriſt ? 

I anſwer, as before, The Independent Elderſhips are not of Di- 
vine Inſtitution, becauſe their Congregations are not; but all the 
Members of every Presbytery or Elderſhip, they have this Diſci- 
pline committed unto them,for what was ſaid to Peter was (aid to all 
the Miniſtery, Adat.16.10h.20.,23.Then I conclude that all the Mem- 
bers inthe Presbytery, ſo called by Pan/, 1 Tim. 4. 14. T be ſtate of 
Elders, Alts 22.5, And it is called, T he Aſſembdy of the Elatrs, Pla, 
107.32. Therefore they are all /zre Divizo,by the will and appoint- 
ment of Teſus Chriſt, 

But it may be ſome Independent will ask, Why their Congrega- 
110% belonging to one man # not of Dwyane Inſtitution, as Well a4 4 
Precbyterial Congregation belonging to ove man ? Tanſwer, There 
is this difference : The Presbyteciai Congregation is a part of the 
Univerſal viſible Church, as a branch ot ir, which is deſcended from 
the ficſt Chriſtian Church, although ic p:{ſed under Antichriſt, and 
ſo was defiled; yet ſtill God had his Church amongſt Papiſts,znd at 
the length brought it out of Babylon by Lther and ethers ; and our 
Miniſters are deſcended from the Apcſtics, whom Chriſt Ordained 
te Preach, ark 3.14. And they were ſent into all Nations to con- 
vert men to the Chriſtian Faith, and they alſo Ordained Elders in 


every Church,in every City or Town, At#s 14, 23. And after _— 
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they left others in their 'place to doit, Tit. 1. 5. An thus Church- Officers 
were Ordained by them of their own calling ſucceſſively ever ſince, although 
they pafled under Antichriſt till Luther renounced them, and by him and others 
was bronght our'what they had from Chriſt , and left what was of their own 
Invention, and he cauſed them to proteſt againſt Babylon, and fo they were firſt 
called Proteftanrs : And then in Calvins time they made a Covenant to fer up 
cke true Diſcipline of Ieſus Chriſt ; and we in this Kingdom have done the 
like, both by a Proteſt1tion againſt Popery, and a Covenant to ſer up the Diſ- 
cipline of Icſus Chriſt ; therefore our Coogregitions are of Divine Inftiru- 
rion ; bur Independent Congregations original deſcent is but from themſelves, 
and that within this few yeers to our knowledge Tradeſmen have gathered ma- 
ny Churchts ; but who ſent thoſe Tradeſmen to Preach ? and how can they 
Preach unleſſc they be ſenr, Rom. 10.14,15. By what Authority do they Preach, 
and who gave them that Authority ? Chriſt taught as one having Authorny, 
Mat. 21. 23,24. & 7. 29. Then Independent Congregations are not of Di- 
vine Inſtitution. 

But they will ſay, That our Pariſhes remain ſtill as they did under Amichrift. 
I anſwer, Pariſhes were divided for better conyenience of Publike Worſhip be- 
fore Antichriſt was in being, when the Apoſtles gave order to ſet up Elders in 
every City, Tit. 1.5- and they were bounded within a Sabboth dayes Tourney 
for Publige Worſhip, A#s 1. 12. And now Prelats caſt our, our Pariſhes re- 
main in that firſt Inſticution, for thoſe Elders were bounded to that town or 
city where they were ſet up 3 but ers gy Congregations are boundlc(le, 
their Members thirty or fourty miles afunder, that they cannot congregate to- 
gether ; therefore they are nor of Divine Inſtitution. 

The Parliaments third queſtion is, #bether the Supreme Aſſemblies or Elder- 
ſhips, viz. The Claſſical, Provincial and National 5 Whet ber all, or any of them, and 
which of them are lure Divino, and by the appointmeut of P*ſus Ehrijt ? Their 
fourth queſtion is, }/betber eAppeals from (Congregational Elderſhips to the Claſ- 
feeul, Provineml and National eAſſemblics, or 19 any of them, and to which of them 
cre Ture Divino, and by the will and appointment of Feſus Chriſt 3 And are their 
Powers upon ſuch eAppeals Ture Divino, and by the will and appointment of 
Feſws (rift > Their hh queſtion is, Whether Oecumentcal «Aſſemblies are Lu- 
re Divino 3 And whether there be Appeals from any of the former «Aſſemblies to 
the ſaid Occumenical Ture Divino, a1d by the will and zppointment of Feſus. ((bri(}? 

Now the ſubſtance contained in theſe three queſtions is this z Firſt, Wherher 
Claffical, Provincial, National or Oecumenical Elderſhips or Aflemblies be 
Fure Divino > Secondly, Whether Appeals from Congregational Elderſhips to 
Claſſical, Provincial and National Atlemblics are Ture Divino, or which of 
them, or any of them to Occumemical be Iure Drvinoz and arc their Powers 
wpon ſuch — Ture Dtvino, by the will and 2ppointment. of L:ſus Chriſt ? 

To the firſt of theſe I have ſutficiently proved, That the Afiemibly of El. 
ders and Presbyrery are Scripture Names, Pſal. 107. 3+. x Tin. 4. 14. And 
theſe I have ſhewed, that they are frequently called the Church, becauſe they do 
pepreſent it : And now I fhall prove, Thit Apply from the lefler Elderſhips 
x6 the greater, is according to the Word of God, a that their power is of Di. 
rinc Right, ro ſuppreſſes Error and tr ——y ic. cale the Mogiftrate will 

o not 
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not by his Poſitive Ls, or ta caſt thent out of the-Church, rather ther ths 

; &:9afices of Clift ſhowkd be polluted: 1 prove it thug, If there was Aſ- 
C-aa8{ics of Charch Officers in the Chriftian Church , whe mer rogerhcr tos 
this c1id, then they owhe tw do fo till ; and if there was Appeals from the 
lef-r of thois Alt-mblics wo the greater in the Primitive Church, it oughe to be 
ſs ill ; 2nd «f thuſe Allemblies had power to make Decrecs , and paſle Scn- 
. rence, an4 to bjnde ſeveral Churches to obey them, it ought ro be 3 al, for 
we and 311 Chrittians preten.\.to be under the ſame Diſcip ine of Chriſt as they 
were 3 bit ſome in the Chriſtian Charchft Autioch would ill obſerve Tewijn 
Ceremonies, and thy Fad no ſmall Diſpuration about it, and yer con[d not 
ſuppredle it being partics ; | therefore they determincd to ſend Paul and Bxrxg- 
d45 ro Teruſcten, not io a ftingle Congregntion for advice and councel, bur. ts 
the Aſſembly of Apoſtles and Elders who came together to conſider of thas 
mu'tcr, As 15. 1,26. And TI think there was but two Ap:oRtI:s there, and fo 
chere was at Au?77och, only they were parties, and fo they were not ar Teruſalem-: 
Rucſfome will ſay, 1; bat if they will not come to the eAſſem#!y or Elderſiep, bom 
then can they [upprege Error or Prophaneneſſe ? ] anſwer, T he Magiſtrate _ 
by his Poſitive Laws command obc<dience to the Church ; and in cale they wilh 
not obcy rhe Magiſtrate, ke muſt puniſh them by his Polrive Laws ; but 1n caſe 
the Magiſtrate will not do itzthen the Ckurch- Officers have power to caſt them 
ont, to keep the Ordinanc:'s af Chriſt irem polturion : z then if the Ma- 
giſtrare do his part, and Aſſemblies of Church- Officers alſo, do theirs, this 
will ſwcerly (ctt]Je perce among the Churches ; and this is according to. the 
Word of Chriſt, and therefoce of Divine Inſtitution : And for the i. of 
thoſe Aﬀemblies, It them be called by any names of diſtin&ion, and it ſuf- 
Eccth 3 I hope we ſhall not comrend abour Names, but rather labor for peace 
and a ſweet <njoyment of all the mercies of God both in Church and 
Crate. 

The fixth Lucſtion is this,}#betber by the Word of God, the power of Fudging 
ed deslaring what are ſuch Notorious and Scandalous Offciices, for which perſous 
guilty thercof are to be kept ſrom the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, and of Con- 
wenting before them , trying and aftual ſuſpeuding from the Sacramcut of the 
Lords Supper ſuch Offenders accordingly, % either tn the (\ongregational Elderſhip 
or Presbytery, or in any other Elderſhip, Congregation or Perſour ? Aud whatber 
ſuch powers are in them only, or any of them, and in which of them lure Diviuo, and 
by the will and appointmeit of Feſus (hriſt ? 

I anſwer to the firſt part of this queſtion, That Church Officers by the 
perte& rule of Gods Word, haye powes to judge and declare what (ins are 
Scandalous, for which thoſe that are guilty arc to be puniſhed by the Magi- 
fare ; bur in caſe he will not do his duty, then for the mEE Churck-Officers 
have power to caſt them out of the Church, to keep the Ordinanc's of Chriſt 
from pollution ; ſome of them Paul mentions betore his Inſtitution cot the 
Lords Supper, 1 Cor. 11. ſuch as theſe, as, Dru kennefte, Hereie, Divitcous, 
and Contentions, and men wearing long hair, and women with the har ct or 
uncovered, all theſe muſt be Reformed, for thefe are Scaryaluus ; aad then 
there are inward fins , 2s, Ignorance, not dizccrning the Lorcs buuy ; bur the 
cammunicagts wult examine themſclves of this, and fo ki them E2:, ++ are 
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nor. tobe caft our for Tgricranee, all lid: ext the Paflcover, and alt them in the 
Primnive Chutch did receive the '> As 2. 46. ® to. 7. Neither do Þ 
find 2ny ſuck thing in Saripeure, a3 ſulpention from one Ordinance when they 
freely enjoy all che rc: Nether do 1 tinds ſuch trying and conventingas in. ci= 
vil Conris, they are nor to cat oue for private fins 3 when @ private treſpaſle 
was brought. to the Church O:t.cers, Matth. 18. r7. they could not caſt him 
eur, bur {aid ro the Plaintiff, Let bam be to thee 45 4 Heathen or 4 Publican, thar 
is, Do theu keep no company 21th him: Church Oikcers muſt ſay as the Lord 
did, [ hve ns found in by: {ecre? (earch, ler, 24: 344 Bat when they declace their 
fin,as Sodem,and hide it nor, 1/4. 3.9. As Elics Sens did, ro make the offerings 
&f rhe Lordro be abhor'd, » 4-2. 22. 179. And when Fhinees the Priefh ſkew 
Zmery and. (by, Numb 25. And when t&442 was.caft unr of the Houſe of 
the Lord, » Cbrov. 26. 21, And Chriſt whipe them out of the Temple z all 
theſe nerd no witnefſe, bur were cat cut, all bur Elics Song, and becauie Ely 
the Dricft did-no: do it tg his Sons, the Lord utterly car eff Elies houſe 

Fhe next thing in th $ queſtion is, I who/c band is this Power ? To this I 
have anfwered, In the hand of the Vresbyery or Chutch Otheers : If the 
ſon be Sctndalous tomany Congregaions,the greater Presbyrery. is wcald dink 
out; bac if in ſome Country town-there be but one Church,and the parties baune 
be no farther, | ſuppoſe they may cat hins our of theis Church, and not ro 
ſuffcr him roabule the O-dinances of Chriit ; bur no other hath this power, 
neither Indrpendens Congregations nor Prelats ; for Presbyterial Church- 
Oſkicers are only Fure Diviw , and by the will and appointment of Iefus 
Chritt. 

The ſeventh queſtion is, Whether there be 4uy certain aid particular Rules 
expreſſed in the Word of God, ts dire#t the Elder ſhips or Presbyteries, Congregations 
oy Perſons, or any of them, in the Excreiſe and Execution of the Powers aforeſard, 
ad what are thoſe Rules ? 

E anſwer, Paul ith in the Name of all Church- Officers, We will not boaſt of 
things without our meaſure, but according to the meaſure of the rule which God barf 
diſtributed to w,2z (0r.10.13. Then here all may fee that they have a Rule,and he 
fGith,Ler ws walk by the ſame rulc, Phil. 3.16. And as many 6 walk according 10 this 
Rulc, Peacc be unte them, Gal. 6. 16. Now by this Rnle Paul judged, rhough 
abſene, that the ——_— ſhould be caft out, and by the ſame Rule th 
Church. Officers of Coriath caft him our, i Cor. 5. 3. 12,13. And .if any ſhall 
ſay he ſpake to all in the Church: 1 anſwer, Ic was to give their conſent, but 
that puniſhment was to be infliftcd by many, but not by all ; fee the ſame man 
caſt ont, 2 (or. 2. 6. And he caſt our Hymenexs and Philetms for blaſphemy 3 
yer I ſuppoſe there was others with him, though he patled the ſentence, 1: T rm. 
5. 29. And faith Paul, He that troubleth you with the leven of Herefe, ſhall bear 
his judgement whocver be be, and I beve confidence in you through the Lord Feſme, 
that you will be noxe ocherwiſc minded, but give your conſent : 1 would they were cut 
off that trouble you, Gal. 5. 9, 10, 11, 13. 

T he eighth queition is this, Is there any thing contained in the Word of God, 
that thc Supreme Magiſtracy in4 Chriſtiau State may not judge and determine what 
are the aforeſaid Notorious and Scandaloxs Offentes, and the manner of Suffenfion 
for the ſame ; and in what particulars Conecynjng the Premiſes i the ſaid Supreme 
Magiſtracy by the Wyrd of God, excludcg ? C2 I an« + 
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I anſwer, The Supreme Magiſtracy is tro judge and decermine of the ſane, 
{ins by the Politive Laws of che Land, and panith the Offenders according 
thoſe Laws, in the Temporal Kingdom of Chrlt ; but he may not judge and 
determine of them inthe Church, about ciſtmg out by Excommunication, 
that is, the Spiritual Kingdom of Chriſt, and his Church Othicers are Spiritual 
Ofkcers, and therein Stare Othcers are excluded, as I ſhewcd betore. 

The ninth queſtion is, #bether the provifion of (ommiſſioners to judge of 
Scandals n8t enumerated, as they arc Authorigcd by the Ordinauce of Parltament, 
be contrary to that way of Governmern: which Chriſt hath appointed im bis Church, 
and wherein they arc ſo contrary ? 

I anſwer, Thar Chriſt alone is to give both Offices and Officers, and alſo 
their names 3 but Chriſt never gaye ny ſuch for his Church as Commiſhoners, 
neither muſt Parliaments create any Names, or Othces or Officers, as their 
ereatures, tO be (et up, and appointed their work in the Church, it is a great af- 
front ro Chriſt the King ot the Church ro do it : It is obſcryable, David 
faith, Chriſt received gifts for men, Pi. 6$ 18. And then Paul faith, He gave 
gifts to men, Eph. 4. 11- So then Chriſt as Mediator received thols gifts of his 
Father, and then gave th:m to his Church 3 but there is but one Mediator be- 
tween God and man, the man Chriſt Telus, r Tim. 2.5. Then there was none 
but he that received thoſe gifts for the Church ; and therefore no other can give 
them. Agiin, the Authority of the Parliament will not bear them our, when 
Chriſt will diſclaim them as Vſurpers, whom he never placed in the Church : 
And whot profit or blefling ro the Church can be expe&ted from thoſe that 
Chriſt never ſenc nor placed in the Church. Again, the Parliament that ſence 
them, are themſelves placed by Chriſt in his Temporal Kingdom, the State or 
Common-wealth, to govern that, and. place Otficers in it 3 but they may not 
Ordain Curch- Officers, that muſt be done by Church-O fhicers, and that ſuc 
ccflively from Chriſt, who firſt Ordained the Twelve, and then the Seventy 3 
and then the Twelye being ſent to all Nations a{ter his death, th:y did Ordain 
Elders in every Church, «As 14. 23. And then they leit others ro Ordain El- 
dcrs ſucceſſively : Saith Paul, I left thee to Ordain Elders in cvery Church, Tit, 
I. 5. Andſoit hath been by them ſucceſlively ro this day : Then I conclude, 
Thar for State- Officers either to Ordain Elders, which cught to be in the 
Chyrch, or to create new Officers in the Church, is contrary to- that-way of 
Government which Chriſt hach appointed in his Church, and 1 haye ſhewed 
Whercin it is fo contrary. 

The tenth and laſt is onely a per(wafion that thoſe of the Aflembly would fer 
down their Nantes, tozether with their Votes, whether Aftrmarive or Nega- 
tive to thoſe former particulars,1nd the clear Texts uf Scripture on which their 
Opinions are grounded : Now none but the laſt concerns me, v/hich I have 
done; and it the Lord be pleaſcd to ſet it home to the ſoub, it may be convition 
and ({:tisfaftion to it. 


FINIS. 


